
MONDAY AFTERNOON, A CROWD OF STUDENTS GATHERED BY THE PATIO OF THE 
Union in order to celebrate the conclusion of a week of activities related 
to Hockey Line. Hockey Line is the annual tradition where groups 
line up outside the Union in order to be the first to buy season tickets 
to men’s hockey games. Groups in the line included the Red Army, 
Lambda Chi Alpha, Delta Phi, Sigma Chi, and Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 
 Grand Marshal Paul Ilori ’17 and President of the Union Chip 
Kirchner ’17 were there leading the celebration. In addition to the 
line, the men’s and women’s hockey teams, Pep Band, UPAC Sound, 
Juggling Club, and RPIgnite were performing to entertain the crowd. 
UPAC Sound played music and background, and Pep Band and RPIgnite 
took turns performing their own pieces. 
 By 6 pm, people gathered by the Department of Public Safety build-
ing in order to march up to the Houston Field House. Pep Band led the 
crowd up through Freshman Hill while playing a hockey game classic 
“Call Me Al.” Public Safety cars blocked parts of Burdett Avenue so 
that people could safely cross the street. Once everyone made it up 
to the Field House, the Pep Band performed RPI’s Alma Mater and 
everyone joined in on singing it.

 Their reward awaited them in the Houston Field House: hockey season tick-
ets. To celebrate the beginning of ticket sales, there were various fun activities 
and freebies. Everyone was treated to a meal of pizza and ice cream, and there 
was a balloon artist and a caricature artist available for entertainment.
 The hockey players were helpful and involved with the commu-
nity as they guided people through the open skate, with free rental 
skates, and others who chose to take locker room tours. They took 
participants who didn’t know how to skate and supported them as 
they circled the rink—and even if the hockey players weren’t pro-
fessionally trained tour guides (they didn’t have much to say), the 
locker rooms and lounge were surprisingly nice to look at.
  In all, the event participants had well-deserved fun and relaxation 
after literal days of waiting. Hockey Line began on Tuesday, September 
6 at 8 am and ended on Monday, September 12 at 8 pm. The tradition 
originates from the 70s, when hockey culture was more popular at RPI, 
due to the architecture of the Field House. There used to be multiple 
steelbeams blocking the audience’s view of the rink; as a result, seat-
ing was very competitive, so the Rensselaer community would line up 
through the Union to get prime seating. Those days are long gone, but 
each group still has to have a representative member in line from 8 am–8 
pm, keeping the longstanding tradition alive.

WITH THE RECENT REVIVAL OF THE SAVE THE

Union movement, the Senior Board would 
like to reiterate the importance of respect. 
In March, the student body, along with 
some alumni and faculty, gathered to pro-
test outside of the Experimental Media and 
Performing Arts Center. As a collective, it 
was a moment to be proud of; we expressed 
opinions peacefully, with dignity, and with 
pride. We made our voices heard, and it 
seemed to have the effect the student body 
intended.
 After the event, the Poly Editorial Board 
wrote a staff editorial reflecting on the Spring 
Town Meeting (https://poly.rpi.edu/s/c7z5v). 
In the closing paragraph, we stressed the im-
portance of respect:

“To see a change, we must come to an un-
derstanding that stems from our mutual re-
spect… For students to respect the president, 
the president must respect the students. Dr. 
Jackson, you have heard your students come 
in droves and cry out. We hope that you will 
hear our message and listen to us as you have 
before. And students, we implore you to see 
Dr. Jackson and the administration as humans, 
not as tyrants in Ivory Towers.”
 At the same time, President Shirley Ann 
Jackson said in the Spring Town Meeting, 
“don’t vilify me in the press and then come 
and ask to talk to me.” There’s a point to be 
made in that it is an obligation of the admin-
istration to maintain communication with 
the students; however, recent student actions 
have been pointed, rather than conducive to 
ameliorating the situation. It is as much a 

responsibility of the students to maintain 
communication as it is of the administration, 
and hostility is an abuse of that responsibil-
ity. Remember: we are the ones who are in 
a position to make a change, but to do that 
we need to express some form of diplomacy.
 Recently, students have taken to postering 
campus with statements that target individuals 
within the Rensselaer administration. There’s 
a fine line between informing the campus and 
scaring the student body into an agenda. As the 
Senior Board, there is some sentiment that these 
posters have taken to the latter. In principle, this 
can’t be healthy for Rensselaer; we have worked 
hard to improve the vehicles of communication 
between students and administrators, and these 
posters are nothing but detrimental to that goal.
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Senior Board of The Polytechnic responds to recent campus postering

EDITORIAL

Jack Wellhofer/The Polytechnic
MEMBERS OF THE RENSSELAER PEP BAND LEAD a crowd of students and athletes in celebration of the upcoming hockey season.

Aiming for respect at Rensselaer

Remorse after a major 
declaration

Voicing the changes 
of Senate

Kay
Sun

Paul
Ilori

Exercising your civil 
liberties in voting

Staff
Editorial

Hockey line captures student pride at Rensselaer
RENSSELAER UNION

Annual event celebrates the best of RPI in anticipation of the hockey season

See EDITORIAL, Page 3

The Senior Board
The Rensselaer Polytechnic

Rex Hu
David Raab
Senior Reporters



Events
Wednesday, September 14, 2016

SATURDAY
September 17

Annual Run to Remember
ECAV; 8 am

The Annual Run to Remember is hosted by Air 
Force ROTC Detachment 550. The 5K race will 
take place at the East Campus Athletic Village. 
T-shirt pickup and race day registration will start 
at 8 am and the race begins at 9 am. All proceeds 
go to the Wounded Warrior Project. Preregister 
in advance at https://poly.rpi.edu/s/pjhdy for 
$25 or on raceday for $30. 

Wargames
DCC 308; 7 pm, 9:30 pm, and midnight
A young man finds a back door into a military 
central computer in which reality is confused 
with game-playing, possibly starting World 
War III. The cost of attendance is $2.50.

Study Abroad Informtion Session
Academy Hall 3627; 12:15–1:15 pm

The Office of International Programs will 
be holding an information session for 
students who wish to learn more about 
available international programs and 
opportunities. Students who want to study 
abroad in the spring 2017 semester are 
strongly encouraged to attend. Program 
options and application procedures will 
be reviewed, and students will have an 
opportunity to ask questions.

C & EE Fall Seminar Speaker
JEC 3117; 1–2 pm

Dr. Kaan Ozbay presents a seminar titled 
“Smart Cities for More Efficient Data 
Driven Incident/Emergency Management 
& Operations.”

Physics Colloquium
DCC 337; 4–5 pm

The Department of Physics, Applied Physics 
and Astronomy host Patrick Underhill, from 
Rensselaer. The lecture is titled “Squishy Physics: 
Examples from polymers and active matter.”

NSA Information Session 
CII 5003; 4–5 pm

The National Security Agency hosts an 
information session for the Summer Program 
for Operations Research Technology. 
Applications will be accepted from September 
1 to October 31. Apply if you’re interested in 
operations research, mathematics, statistics, 
computer science, or engineering.

RPI R User’s Group Organizational 
Meeting

CII 3206; 6–8 pm
The Rensselaer R Users Group is an RPI-wide 
users group for the R statistical computing 
and graphics language. It is sponsored by 
the Tetherless World Constellation and the 
Rensselaer Institute for Data Exploration 
and Applications, and welcomes R and data 
analytics fans from the entire RPI community.

WEDNESDAY
September 14

Panhellenic Formal Recruitment
Heffner Alumni House; 5–9 pm

Register for fall sorority recruitment at 
https://poly.rpi.edu/s/ilg2u. 

Biomedical Engineering Seminar
CII 4050; 2:30–3:30 pm

Philip Bayly, Ph.D., from the Washington 
University in St. Louis, will present “Making 
Waves: Using Dynamics to Understand 
Behavior of Cells and Tissues.”

THURSDAY 
September 15

FRIDAY
September 16

Fruit of the Vine Wine Tasting
C+CC; 6:30–9:30 pm

Learn about the various types of grapes, how 
and where they are grown, and all about the 
process used to make them into wine. The cost 
of attendance is $20 at the door or $15 in 
advance. You must be 21 or older to attend.  

Warcraft
DCC 308; 7 pm, 9:30 pm, and midnight

As an Orc horde invades the planet 
Azeroth using a magic portal, a few 
human heroes and dissenting Orcs must 
attempt to stop the true evil behind this 
war. The cost of attendance is $2.50.

Sophomore 101 Fair
DCC Great Hall; 9–11 am

The Sophomore 101 Fair is exclusively for 
sophomore students to gain leadership 
opportunities, career fair advice, and 
seek academic counsel in navigating their 
individual sophomore year experience.
Free food and prizes will be available 
for students who attend.

Biological Sciences Seminar
CBIS Bruggeman Room; noon–1 pm

RPI graduate student Kaylyn Bell will present 
“The Muscle Mechanical Basis of Freeman-
Sheldon Syndrome.”

Mathematical Sciences Colloquium
Lally 104; 4–5 pm

Prof. Jianliang Qian, from Michigan State 
University, will speak.

MONDAY
September 19

TUESDAY
September 20

RPIAlert Siren System Test
10:50 am

The five-minute test will include a verbal 
announcement and the activation of a siren.

Department of Chemistry and 
Chemical Biology Seminar

DCC 330; 4–5 pm
Catherine Royer will present her seminar 
titled “Mapping Protein Conformational 
Landscapes using Light Pressure NMR and 
Computational Approaches.” 

The Polytechnic will 
hold special elections on 

Sunday, September 18 
at 4 pm in the Poly offi  ce, 

Union 3418. 
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 In effect, these posters are not far from fear 
mongering; they have devolved from being 
informative to being angry. These posters are no 
longer giving the campus information they need—
they are encouraging the abuse of pitchforks and 
torches in the name of being righteous. It’s not 
that this situation isn’t severe or worth protesting, 
but we need a means to an end. We cannot frighten 
or name-call the administration into yielding; if 
this problem is worth solving, then it is worth 
solving with the same professionalism that we 
expect of the administrators.
 Acting solely on behalf of the students in a rude, 
cruel, and unprofessional manner only serves 
to hurt them. It makes it harder for the Grand 

Marshal and the President of the Union to raise 
concerns; it makes it harder for The Polytechnic 
to research and investigate; and it makes it harder 
for students to make a change. 
 We must engage in a constructive dialogue with 
the Rensselaer administration in order to keep 
what we love most about our Union intact. As 
students, we are proud of the fact that we have 
banded together to encourage change; however, if 
we want to proceed, we need to be more cautious 
of the way that we approach people. By creating 
these posters, we have done nothing shy of 
antagonizing individuals who could help us make 
the changes we want. The focus of the movement 
must be clear and avoid dilution by staying on-
message and remembering its purpose.

AS YOU WERE WALKING TO CLASS 
earlier this week, you probably no-
ticed posters that have been put up on 
campus relating to the current state of 
affairs of the Rensselaer Union in re-
lation to the Institute’s new Assistant 
Vice President of Student Life and 
Dean of Students posi-
tion. Chip Kirchner ’17 
and I have been working 
to relate the concerns 
that we, as leaders, and 
other members of the 
Rensselaer community 
have in regards to this 
position since the end 
of the spring semester. 
We have a meeting with 
Dr. Ross scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 
14, where we’ll be dis-
cussing the matter. We will have more 
comments and information after this 
meeting happens.
 While this matter is important 
and will be taking a lot of the 

efforts and focus of members of 
Student Government, this isn’t 
the only thing we will be work-
ing on. Currently, the Hospitality 
Services Committee, a subcom-
mittee of the Senate’s Facilities 
& Services Committee, is search-

ing for a new chairman. 
HSAC works directly 
with RPI’s Auxiliary 
Services and Sodexo 
to improve all dining 
experiences and op-
portunities on campus. 
If you’re interested in 
the position, or being a 
member of the commit-
tee, please contact me 
or Austin Miller ’17, 
the FSC Chairman. I 
think we can all agree 

that food is a pretty important 
part of everyone’s experience at 
RPI, and the more input we get 

COMING INTO RENSSELAER, I WAS ALWAYS TOLD TO 
explore and challenge myself, which were the 
most influential and constructive suggestions for 
my entire first year. Now, I want to pass the same 
words down to freshmen, which is really 
hard to do since the first year itself is al-
ready a big challenge. Keep challenging 
yourself and putting yourself out of your 
comfort zone. It can be extremely hard, 
from time to time, you want to step back 
to your shell. There will also be ideas 
that an academic-focused freshman year 
can offer a solid guarantee for a better 
GPA. However, regardless of all those 
utilitarian thoughts, great experiences 
and lessons will be absorbed from all 
the efforts, pain and discomfort if one 
dares to break one’s own bubble.
 I put myself out there and tried lots of 
new things last year. I joined The Poly as an awful 
writer; I took Introduction to Engineering Analysis 
and Introduction to Management as an undeclared 
science major; I made every attempt to talk to dif-
ferent people, even as a person who is still shy in 
front of strangers; I received all those brand new 
experiences I had never ever had in my earlier life 
and thus gained bravery and confidence, as well 
as many opportunities and friends.
 However, I feel something changed inside me 
this semester: I feel that I am not as fearless as I 
was. I feel that I am actually not able to do what-
ever I want. I start to sacrifice my interests and 

passion for something else. Intimidated by the 
academic pressure, I resigned from a club officer 
position and a research job this past weekend. I 
am afraid of these changes, but meanwhile I re-

flect whether it is a sign that I learn to 
drop things and step back when there is 
too much on my plate. Self-knowledge 
and self-confidence are both critical in 
building a person’s character; the most 
difficult task is to balance the two in the 
course. I used to awe programmers and 
web designers. It never came to me that 
one day I would major in Information 
Technology and Web Science. As I sit 
in two of my ITWS classes this semes-
ter, I am truly scared: I do not want to 
pose such trials on myself and go so 
far away from my comfort zone. I still 
have no idea whether I made the right 

decision or not, especially when frustration hits 
me in classes as I notice everybody else knows a 
lot more than I do. 
 According to Immanuel Kant, true freedom is 
to always follow the laws one imposes on oneself, 
instead of blindly pursuing pleasure and escaping 
pain. So, I assume that I should never step back be-
cause of fear, lack of confidence, or other extrinsic 
factors, but rather due to the change of my inner 
motivations and ambitions. Although bewildered 
and capricious, I will still listen to music, watch 
movies, read books, talk to my family and best 
friend back home, and keep thinking.

Paul
Ilori

Grand Marshal

Editorial submissions are always 
welcome at edop@poly.rpi.edu.

From Page 1
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TOP HAT

Embarking on the game of life within the classroom

STAFF EDITORIAL

Shuttle service expands 
without much notice

IN LESS THAN TWO MONTHS, ONE 
of the biggest elections will take 
place—the 2016 United States 
presidential election, as this elec-
tion marks the first presidential 
election for many students on 
campus. As a student and citizen 
of the United States, voting is a 
civil obligation. It’s your chance 
to make a difference for your 
country; opportunities like these 
do not come around often, so take 
advantage of it while you can. 
 Additionally, the ability to vote 
is a privilege. The United States 
is a distinguished democratic 
republic that allows you to vote; 
citizens of many other countries 
cannot say the same.

 In terms of the candidates 
running, many topics of interest 
that both parties have argued 
to change are immigration, 
education, and student loans. 
Millennials will be directly af-
fected by these three topics and 
many more, making exercising 
your right to vote even more 
important.
 The first step in ensuring 
you are prepared to vote on 
November 8 is registering to 
vote, either in your home state or 
the state of New York. Go online 
and search “register to vote [your 
state].” Follow the directions for 
filling out the form and sending 
it to the appropriate personnel. 

 If you have already registered 
to vote and would like to vote 
in your hometown, an Absentee 
Ballot Application must be filled 
out and delivered to your town 
clerk as soon as possible. To 
obtain this form search online 
for “absentee ballot [and your 
hometown].” Most towns will 
direct you to fill out the Absentee 
Ballot Application for your state. 
Be sure to follow the directions 
for where and how your town 
wants to receive this application.
 November 8 will be here be-
fore you know it, so be prepared 
sooner rather than later.

Get registered for the 2016 election

Kay 
Sun

Features Editor

Editorial: Respect, professionalism from all sides

See TOP HAT,  Page  4
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from everyone, the better we can ensure that needs are 
being met. There’s also a lot of different opportunities 
for students to get involved in Institute committees 
on topics ranging from academics to planning for the 
Summer Arch; so if any of these topics interest you, 
feel free to contact me about seeing how you can get 
involved in them.
 Despite having been on Senate since my start at RPI, 
I’m still learning a lot of different things from sitting 
in on Senate committee meetings. For example, I just 
found out the Saturday morning West Campus Shuttle 

stops by the Farmers’ Market to facilitate people being 
able to head down there to check it out more easily, 
which would’ve been awesome to know earlier, since 
the Farmers’ Market is pretty great. So you’ll never 
know what you’ll find during your time here. Right 
now the Web Technologies Group is working on a 
bunch of different great projects ranging from rework-
ing the Shuttle Tracker website and improving student 
government’s web presence. One of the best aspects of 
getting involved in the Union and student government 
is that you get practical experience you can’t really get 
elsewhere. From working directly on developing web-

sites, apps, and the Union Annual Report, where you 
can get involved in writing a financial report detailing 
the income and expenditures of the Union in the style of 
similar documents publicly traded companies publish, 
you can get involved directly in things you don’t have 
much an opportunity to do anywhere else in life. So feel 
free to jump on in and get involved!

HELLO ALL! I HAVE A FEW UPDATES REGARDING 
the Executive Board, and some messages 
for club officers. First, the E-Board: ap-
plications for the two positions available 
to first year students on the E-Board have 
closed this past Monday. 
 Shannon Gillespie McComb ’17, the vice 
president of the Union, and I have already 
begun interviewing potential candidates 
for the Board. By Friday we will have 
made our decisions, and I will submit my 
appointments to be approved by 
the Student Senate soon after. If 
all goes well, we will have two 
new E-Board members by the end 
of next week. In addition to this, 
the E-Board will begin posting 
all agendas and minutes from our 
meetings on our website at
https://poly.rpi.edu/s/tl5vw. Agen-
das will be posted every Tuesday 
prior to our normal meeting 
times (Thursdays at 8 pm Union 
3602) and minutes will be posted 
the following week. Any com-
ments on the documents posted can be sent 
to pu@rpi.edu and I will be sure to bring 
them up during E-Board meetings. 
 Second, updates for club officers: this 
week all Union-funded clubs must send 
at least one club officer to our financial 
and travel workshops (travel workshops 
are only required for clubs who travel). 
The remaining workshops will occur as 
follows, Financial Workshops: tonight 

(Wednesday September 14), 5–6:30 pm, 
Union Room 3602; Travel Workshops: 
Tuesday September 20, 5–6:30 pm, Union 
Room 3602 and Wednesday September 21, 
5–6:30 pm, Union Room 3602; Combined 
Financial & Travel Workshop: Saturday 
September 17, 11 am–12:30 pm, Mueller 
Center Classroom.
 Club officers may attend the combined 
financial & travel workshop on the Septem-
ber 17 to satisfy both requirements. Again 

attendance at these workshops 
is mandatory for Union funded 
clubs and at least one club officer 
must be present. These work-
shops cover the tools and ideas 
essential to operating Union 
clubs and navigating financial 
and travel policies. 
   Last but not least, the E-Board, 
Union staff, and Human Resources 
are wrapping up a search for a new 
Administrative Specialist within 
the next couple of weeks. We, the 
Rensselaer Union E-Board, and ev-

eryone in the Union are very excited to finish 
the process and welcome a new member to the 
Rensselaer Union. Following the end of this 
search the Union will continue to search for 
qualified professionals to fill the remaining 
vacancies in staff positions.
 
Chip Kirchner
127th President of the Union

Critical club offi cer workshops start up tonight

DERBY

Final step in employment

Chip
Kirchner

President of the Union

The Question: 
Moe’s or Chipotle?

Photos and interviews by Maria Kozdroy and Stephanie Tan

Rasika Ekhalikar
CSYS ’18
“Chipotle because their 
chicken is crispier, it’s 
more well done, it’s more 
flavorful. Their guac is 
better even if you have to 
pay more. Their hot salsa is 
better because it’s spicier...
and I like spicy things!”

Carolyn Zhang 
CSCI ’19

“Chipotle, the food doesn’t 
make me feel as fat in the 

end. Same price for a more 
satisfying meal..”

poly

Top Hat: Opportunities for growth, change in committee meetings

Sarah Speer 
CHEG ’20
“Chipotle: better service, 
better menu, better fl avor.

Shamoon Rizvi
BMED ’17

“I think Moe’s just be-
cause Moe’s is friendly 

nearby and better. Food 
is a little lower quality 

than Chipotle, however, I 
love when they say ‘Wel-

come to Moe’s!’ when I 
walk in.”

Rob Zwier 
CSYS ’18
“Chipotle, easy, because I 
have a car and it’s better 
quality. Chipotle is overall 
better.”

Learn more about 
Student Government at

https://poly.rpi.edu/s/f4qlh.

Questions for the Grand Marshal 
or President of the Union? 

Contact them at gm@rpi.edu and 
pu@rpi.edu, respectively.

From Page  4
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Top Ten Things
That Won’t Happen

Universal Access
RPI students stay sober
People read S&W
Getting ahead on homework
Justice for Harambe
Someone reads Morning Mail
Affording tuition
Freshmen behave responsibly
Apple removes headphone jack
Fetch

10.
9.
8.
7.
6.
5.
4.
3.
2.
1.

TOP TEN LISTXKCD by Randall Munroe

Do you like drawing comics? 
Draw comics for The Poly!

Email us at comics@poly.rpi.edu

Words can be found forwards, backwards, up, 
down, and in both diagonals.

Top Fantasy Football Players
H P X A V S P M A R G N I Y D
T S Z U N N U F Z D M W I L T
V R P G G A E A O O F T J X L
F R E E M A N J W B G N L W K
H B T U D Y S J O U O B J N V
G R E E N G W E C S Q R J C K
G U R L E Y A X N F H H A O J
R D S I L Z V H Q O R H J P S
O E O J L L O W P H J Z U F T
N M N E I J M K K Y M M G T U
K G Y S O E I B T O A I G Q J
O Z D P T N L N P C H L L A Z
W L L J S A L L A C K V L D P
S K A U X E E B N M C H A F V
K M F N E N R N I S E M H H Y
I N Z O P W U R J P B E S U G
U O U C N O S L E N W O R B R
N R J Q P M U O F M T A A F A
D V L Q A F O G U R W P M W X

Beckham Jr.
Bell
Brown
Elliot
Freeman
Green

Gronkowski
Gurley
Hopkins
Ingram
Johnson
Jones

Marshall
McCoy
Miller
Nelson
Peterson
Robinson

MONDAY PUNDAY by Matthew Broussard

WORDFIND by Shane O’Brien
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A Cryptoquote is a simple substitution code where each letter that 
appears may stand for a different letter. The substitutions are 
consistent throughout the puzzle. Punctuation is not translated.

For example: AMXBMAAYQ = ENGINEERS

CRYPTOQUOTE

“G egrp G wgwa’d caie 

s h i v d  s a u  i m  d p g r ! 

G  e g r p  G  e s r  z g c j 

j k jnuh iwu  j z r j  ga  dp j 

e i n z w,  s a w  d i q i n n i e 

gd eivzw tvrd hj  ik jn. 

Dpjnj  eivzwa’d hj  sau 

d g q j  d i  h j  r i n n u . . . 

s h i v d  s a u d p g a l . ” 

—Wskgw Zglpdqsa

Esnlsqjr

by Scott Adams

Friday • September 16, 2016
7 pm, 9:30 pm, midnight • DCC 308 • $2.50

Saturday • September 17, 2016
7 pm, 9:30 pm. midnight • DCC 308 • $2.50

W a r c r a f t

Wargames

HARK! A VAGRANT by Kate Beaton

SUDOKU

6 4 8

4 1

9 6 2

5 2 7 9

7 8 1

8 1 7 6

7 2 9

5 6

4 9 8

2 1 3 8 4 6 5 7 9

8 7 5 9 3 2 4 6 1

4 6 9 1 7 5 2 3 8

6 2 4 5 1 9 3 8 7

3 8 7 2 6 4 1 9 5

5 9 1 3 8 7 6 2 4

1 5 6 7 2 8 9 4 3

7 3 2 4 9 1 8 5 6

9 4 8 6 5 3 7 1 2

Fill in the grid so that 
each row, column, and 
3-by-3 subsquare 
contains exactly one 
occurrence of the 
numbers 1 through 9.

Instructions Last Week’s Answers
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Horror flick lacking in depth
MOVIE REVIEW

Matthew Wu
Staff Reviewer

JAMES WAN’S 2004 DIRECTORIAL 
debut, Saw, has polarized fans 
of the horror genre. Some have 
dismissed it as an excessively 
gory exploitation film, while 
others have called it a horror 
masterpiece. In truth, Saw 
had all the pieces to be a great 
movie, but they didn’t fit the 
jigsaw puzzle we were given.
 Right from the start, the 
concept was excellent; many 
horror movies, both before 
and after Saw, have used 
the gimmick of a killer 
making a game out of his 
deathtraps. However, this 
idea actually fits the story 
here. So instead of rolling 
my eyes at these deathtraps, 
I can now take them more 
seriously. The killer Jigsaw 
has a fascinating motivation. 
After almost losing his life, 
he wants to punish those 
who don’t appreciate theirs. 
His victims consist of people 
who seemingly take their life 
for granted, including drug 
addicts and suicidal people. 
There’s one scene where 
detectives are questioning the 
only person who has survived 
one of these traps. She was a 

former drug addict, but has 
managed to quit since the 
ordeal. She then goes on to 
say that Jigsaw saved her by 
putting her in that trap. This 
scene represents how great 
Saw could have been. Was 
this killer actually doing 
some good? Sadly, this is the 
only moment where this idea 
is explored. 
 Jigsaw has the potential to 
be one of the most complex 
horror movie villains out 

there. However, the film 
never bothers to explore his 
character beyond what I just 
described. Instead, it spends 
most of its runtime with two 
uninteresting and disposable 
victims. And while I found his 
motivations to be interesting 
and unique in theory, they end 
up coming off as hypocritical 
in the film. He specifically 
hunts down people who 
willingly put their lives in 
danger, yet he doesn’t seem 

to realize that he’s putting 
his own life in more danger 
than anyone else’s. With 
all of these murders he’s 
committing, many people, 
including the police, would 
be expected to attempt to 
kill him. What makes this 
flaw worse is that Jigsaw 
sometimes appears in person 
at the scene of his traps. 
There is even a scene where 
two detectives find Jigsaw 

Courtesy of Evolution Entertainment and Twisted Pictures

PSYCHOPATH JIGSAW PLAYS horrific mental games with his unsuspecting victims.

Game design 
course offers 
new insights

GAME REVIEW

Justin Etzine
Senior Reviewer
THIS FALL, I AM TAKING HISTORY AND CULTURE OF GAMES, 
a class that typically is taken by first-year game 
design majors, even though I am a junior studying 
computer science and information technology. As 
part of this course, our professor, Dr. Jim Malazita, 
selected a variety of games for us to play through. 
At first, I assumed these games would be boring, 
but I was very wrong.
 For the first game-related assignment, we needed 
to play through That Dragon, Cancer. This indie 
point-and-click adventure game was conceived by 
Ryan and Amy Green as a tribute to their son, Joel, 
who passed away from terminal cancer at just five 
years old. The game takes you through a number 
of scenes that depict different components of a 
family experiencing a child with cancer. Some of 
the scenes were very emotional—though others 
were more perplexing than saddening—as the game 
gave a unique look into a life that no family should 
have to experience.
 Following a successful Kickstarter campaign, the 
game was released on January 12, 2016 to a number 
of platforms. Reviews have been overwhelmingly 
positive, and the game has been nominated for—and 
given—a number of awards in the past nine months.
 The game’s graphical style includes more 
“blocky” compositions for character models, where 
characters’ faces lacked eyes, noses, and mouths, 

Nathan Dorer
Senior Reviewer

AS THE CREATOR OF CULT-CLASSIC 
podcast Welcome to Night Vale, 
Joseph Fink has achieved some 
degree of notoriety in the world 
of fictional podcasts. Fans of 
Welcome to Night Vale have 
made note of Fink’s ability to 
create surreal atmospheres and 
bizarre comedies; the podcast is 
a strung-together re-imagining 
of daily events in a town where 
nothing is ever quite normal. 
This past March, Fink debuted 
his second podcast: Alice Isn’t 
Dead. True to form, this new 
podcast plays on the same surreal 
ideas of Fink’s earlier work, but 
the content creator has opted for 
something much more sinister in 
his newest piece.
 Alice Isn’t Dead is posed as 
a series of self-recorded voice 
narrations of an unnamed female 
truck driver. In principle, the 
narrations are simple; it’s an 
amalgamation of road musings 
reminiscing about the days she 
spent with her old girlfriend, 
Alice. As the podcast develops, it 
quickly becomes clear that Alice 
suddenly disappeared from the 
narrator’s life and that the narrator 
is the only person holding on to 
hope that Alice hasn’t died. The 

circumstances surrounding the 
disappearance are fuzzy, and the 
narrator never makes it quite clear 
when Alice vanished. 
 The unnamed protagonist 
explains that she took a job on 
the road in an effort to search 
out her missing girlfriend. By 
traveling around the country to 
deliver packages, she can commit 
herself to looking for roadside clues 
about where she could have gone. 
Slowly but surely, the narrator is 

able to piece together a patchwork 
conspiracy theory revolving around 
a mysterious corporation that 
is simply called “Thistle.” The 
company itself is manned by a staff 
of people that are indeterminately 
human; the narrator struggles to 
determine where these ambiguous 
men could have come from, and 
they slowly become a more pressing 
danger to her as she gets closer to 
finding Alice.

Courtesy of Night Vale

ALICE RETRACES the footsteps of a fragmented past relationship.

Fink brings new fl avors to 
radio drama, Alice Isn’t Dead

PODCAST

Unique sound and 
style, “goodfeels”

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

Chris Leong
Senior Reviewer
THIS YEAR, WHENEVER I’VE BEEN IN A GREAT MOOD, I ALWAYS PUT ON 
some good old Don Diablo; his songs capture “goodfeels,” which 
are perfect for a summer day drive. As an up-and-coming name 
in house music, Don Diablo produces a unique style with upbeat 
tempos and dynamic vocal manipulation. Most electronic dance 
music capitalizes on slow build-ups followed by heavy bass drops; 
however, his tracks are much lighter and include a memorable 
melody. Other artists that I would consider similar are 2015–2016 
Martin Garrix and Dash Berlin.
 Since Don Diablo doesn’t release formal albums, I will review 
some songs he has released this year, 2016. His most recent 
original, “What We Started,” features BullySongs and was also 
produced by Steve Aoki x Lush & Simon. I characterize this as 
an anthem song, with its walking speed tempo and simple, self-

Courtesy of Revolution Radio Miami

THIS UNORTHODOX ARTIST RELEASES medley tracks and beats.

See SAW, Page 8 See DRAGON, Page 8

See DIABLO, Page 8

See PODCAST, Page 8



Wednesday, September 14, 2016 poly.rpi.edu8 • Features

Serving the Rensselaer community since 1885

Diablo: Music for leisure, 
roadtrips, self-motivation

Dragon: Video game teaches 
lessons invovling acceptance

Courtesy of Party News and DJ Mag

DON DIABLO INCORPORATES various genres of music along with diverse artists.

From Page 7

Podcast: Intimate 
account of lonely 
woman’s narrative

Jigsaw’s victims learn value of 
life through sadistic games
From Page 7

Saw: Motivated killer
Justin’s Rating:

10/10

From Page 7

From Page 7

while he’s putting a man through one of his games. They have guns 
on him and he has no defense, yet he still tries to escape. If he wasn’t 
so lucky, he would have been shot and killed. If Jigsaw is willing to 
put his life in this much danger, how can he possibly condemn others 
for not appreciating theirs?
 Apart from the broken ideas, the horror does not work either. Quite 
often, horror films are either praised for using filming techniques to 
induce scares rather than on-screen blood and gore. Oddly enough, Saw 
does the exact opposite. While it is violent, the way the horror scenes 
are shot actively make them less intense. Whenever we see someone 
struggling in one of Jigsaw’s traps, for some reason James Wan decided 
to speed up these scenes to a point where we can barely make out what 
we’re seeing. If we could just see these people face these traps in real 
time, we could more easily empathize with their terror and pain. Instead, 
we feel more distant from the terror and therefore less invested.
 There are still a few positives left in the film. The score is excellent 
and fits the tone pretty well, plus there are a couple of horror scenes 
that are still pretty effective and unsettling. I applaud the filmmakers 
for their ambition and creativity, and how the director James Wan has 
gone on to make better horror films, such as The Conjuring. Saw is 
a bad movie, but far from worthless. I don’t recommend it, but it has 
its fans, so maybe you’ll like it more than I did.

confident lyrics. I’m not a huge fan of 
“What We Started,” (wordplay intended), 
but it’s still a solid song in a “good vibes” 
playlist. In early July, Don Diablo’s remix 
of “Good Grief” by Bastille dropped on 
Spotify and Beatport. Featuring Dan 
Smith’s vocals, the song includes classic 
Don Diablo elements. “Good Grief” starts 
off with vocals backed by major piano 
chords and builds up to a drop with iconic 
synth chords. Also included, as usual, 
are claps every second and fourth beat. I 
love this song. I like Bastille. I like Don 
Diablo. What more could I want?
 Though it utilizes melancholy lyrics, 
“Silence ft. Dave Thomas Jr.,” released 
in April, still gives off an optimistic tone. 
Again, the track contains a unique melody 
and female vocal slices. Don Diablo uses 
a clear bass synth pattern accompanied 
by claps every second and fourth beats. 
I would definitely include this song on a 
road trip playlist, as I would the next song: 
“Drifter ft. DYU.” On second thought, 
maybe not, since I would turn this track 

up and speed down the highway. Upbeat 
in tempo and including that classic wind 
noise impact on the drop, “Drifter ft. 
DYU” is exemplary of Don Diablo’s style.
 In addition to Don Diablo’s most popular 
songs, he also includes a fair amount of 
artists from his label Hexagon in his sets 
around the world. I’m particularly fond of 
Madison Mars’ tracks “The Future is Now” 
and “Ready or Not,” a remix of a Fugees 
song of the same name. Madison Mars 
also uses female vocal slices and an upbeat 
tempo. Bali Bandits just released a new 
track, “SMACK!” which is faster paced 
than their other recent song, “Toink.” Toby 
Green’s “Everytime” dropped recently on 
Hexagon’s SoundCloud.
 Don Diablo and almost all of the artists in 
his label produce high-quality “feelgood” 
electronic songs meant to be blasted loud. 
It’s hard to be sad when listening to his 
music. Even on his Snapchat, dondiablo, 
he promotes living life to its best and, like 
his songs, is also an upbeat person. I highly 
recommend any of the songs I mentioned 
in this article.

 Where the podcast excels is 
in its writing; Fink manages 
to create an atmosphere that 
manages to be as creepy as it 
is relaxing. By creating the 
piece as a series of recordings, 
Alice Isn’t Dead takes on an 
incredibly intimate quality—a 
seat-side chat as one lonely 
woman fights to find her missing 
girlfriend. Fink’s contribution to 
the relationship between Alice 
and the narrator is a quiet and 
delicate way, which he contrasts 
with the dim reality that the 
narrator faces on the road. It 
is in this way that he keeps the 
listener on their toes; he treads 

the line between frightening and 
adorable in his juxtaposition of 
the two stories.
 Alice Isn’t Dead is at the 
forefront of the new breed of 
story-based fictional podcasts, 
and frankly the broadcast excels 
in its field. The storytelling itself 
serves as a unique, engaging, and 
decidedly macabre experience 
but still pulls at the heartstrings 
with the complete sense of 
in t imacy  tha t  the  l i s t ener 
develops with the narrator. In 
effect, Fink has managed to add 
a podcast to his lineup that is 
exciting and original in a way 
completely different from his 
previous work.

often leaving them with blank 
faces, excluding facial hair. 
There are a number of reasons for 
this design decision. Firstly, and 
most obviously, more intricate 
designs would have required 
more time and resources while 
not adding much more to the 
game functionally. However, 
after thinking a little deeper, 
I personally believe that this 
choice was more strategic, as it 
allows the player to experience 
these scenarios without being 
directly biased by the emotional 
responses of the characters. 
Instead, That Dragon, Cancer 
allows the players to empathize 
in any ways they choose.
 I  th ink the most  intense 
scene was one where the player 
navigates through an otherwise 
unoccupied pediatric ward of 
a hospital. Lining the walls 
and tables, and hanging from 
the  cei l ing,  were  greet ing 

cards of varying colors and 
styles. As you quickly learn, 
in point-and-click adventure 
games, everything is worth 
a click, because you never 
know what is a part of the 
story, and these greeting cards 
were no exception. Each card 
had a heartfelt message from 
families, either congratulating 
someone on their recovery, or 

commemorating someone in the 
wake of their passing. This mix 
of relieving and heartbreaking 
accounts lef t  me feel ing a 
variety of emotions, which is 

likely what a family endures 
while going through such a 
traumatic experience.
 I think the emotional response 
this game invokes adds to the 
posi t ive experience of  the 
game. Especially considering 
how small the development 
team for the game was, I was 
wholeheartedly impressed. 
For anyone who’s interested in 
seeing a different perspective 
of the emotional and physical 
effects of cancer on loved ones, 
or for anyone looking to play 
a game that is different than 
the average game, I highly 
recommend  That  Dragon , 
Cancer.

Courtesy of Kinja Media

THIS INNOVATIVE GAME INVOKES emotional and positive responses from players and reviewers.

“For anyone who’s 
interested in seeing 
a different perspec-
tive of the emotional 
and physical effects 
of cancer on loved 

ones...” - Etzine
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Michael Baird
Senior Reporter

IN THEIR BIGGEST INVITATIONAL SO FAR THIS SEASON, THE MEN’S CROSS 
country team requisitioned a second place men’s team victory 
out of 14 schools thank to contributions by fifth place junior 
Ben Fazio and seventh place sophomore Grant O’Connor. 
Fazio ran the 6,000 meter course on Vassar Farm in a time 
of 19:31.2, finishing only five seconds behind the leader 
from New York University, and O’Connor crossed at 19:35.0. 
 “[O]ur focus as a team this year is to work together more 
rather than running races individually,” said Fazio. “We’re 
very good about helping each other through tough workouts, 
but have always lacked that team element in competition. So 
far this season, the team has broken into packs in races and 
we’re noticing a definite benefit from that. Our goals for this 
season really coincide nicely with our new approach to racing; 
we’re very much focused on being the best team we can be, 
rather than a collection of individuals,” he added.
 Other top RPI men’s finishers included sophomore Sean 
O’Connor, senior Matthew Cicciu, and senior Garrett Davis in 
14th, 15th, and 16th, respectively. Adopting the pack method, 
these runners all finished within five seconds of one another. 
 Placing high to secure a third place team spot out of 15 
schools in the women’s 5,000 meter race were junior Jaime 
Lord in 17th, sophomore Karina Bolton in 22nd, senior Al-
lison Thayer in 23rd, and senior Maddie Dery in 24th. Lord 
finished the course in a time of 19:36.4. Crossing in 18:04.2 
was first place Amy Regan of Stevens Institute of Technology. 
 Both the men’s and women’s teams from Williams Col-
lege ranked first overall, with 31 points and 41 points for 
the men and women, respectively. Runner-up RPI accrued 
26 additional points on the men’s side, while the third place 
women’s team trailed Williams and Stevens by a few points. 
 The Engineers will not compete again until Saturday, 
September 24, when they will travel to Williamstown, Mas-
sachusetts, to race in the Purple Valley Classic hosted by 
Williams College. 

Women’s soccer continues undefeated season
Adam Rabinowitz
Staff Reporter

HARD WORK IN THE PRESEASON AND A TOUGH DEFENSE HAVE 
helped propel women’s soccer to a 3–0 start this season.
 The Engineers faced Farmingdale State College and 
Western Connecticut State as part of the Rams Classic on 
September 3 and 4, respectively. They defeated Farmingdale 
1–0 in regular time and Western Connecticut State 1–0 in 
overtime. This past Saturday, the Engineers came out on top 
midway through the second half, winning 1–0, with junior 
midfielder Stephanie May scoring the only goal. 
 According to Assistant Coach Shelby Stromerson ’16, 
the strong start the team had over their first weekend “is 
a reflection of the hard work the team has put in over 
the summer and preseason.”
 Stromerson added that, after the first weekend, the 
team can see that it had both the talent and the drive to 
be successful this season. However, she noted that “the 
work is by no means over. [The first weekend] has given 
us a strong foundation to continue to improve upon and 
maintain throughout the rest of the season.”
 The goalie for the Engineers this season is freshman Joey 
Lyons.  After an impressive performance during the first weekend, 
Stromerson noted that Lyons is adjusting well to collegiate play.
 “Joey’s great performance this past weekend gives the 
team confidence in not only her goalkeeping abilities, but 
also her adjustment to collegiate soccer,” said Stromerson.
 Lyons noted that winning both of those tight games shows 
not only the team’s mental strength but also their persever-
ance and determination to win. “While both games ended 
with close scores, we dominated throughout the weekend 
and rallied hard when we truly needed to,” she said.
 Lyons added that the strong start showed how prom-
ising this season can be and the potential the team has 
shown right from the start.

 “With a lot of changes, from a new coach to so many new 
players, it reflects how well we have come together over the 
past two weeks and how much further we can go,” she said.
 Stromerson added that the team now has a confidence 
in Lyons that will improve the way they play as the 
season goes on. 
 “Team confidence in goalkeepers allows for all 11 
players on the field to be used effectively as goalkeepers 
become an added dimension to both defense and offense. 
To have that early on in Joey at the start of her career gives 
our team an exciting future,” she said.

 After a 1-0 win against Wilkes University this past Satur-
day, the Engineers are now 3-0.
 Another shutout win means the Engineers have held their 
opponents scoreless for 3 games, something Lyons thinks is 
very important. “It shows that our team is not only strong but 
consistent, which is vital as we go further into the season. 
Winning, with shutouts, is a team effort and our success 
comes from the great team chemistry that we have.”
 The Engineers face New Paltz at home on Friday at 4 pm 
and will face Williams College away on Sunday at noon.

WOMEN’S SOCCER

CROSS COUNTRY

THE RENSSELAER WOMEN PRESSURE an opposing Western Connecticut  player during their 1-0 win on  September 4.
Stephanie Tan/The Polytechnic 

With 1-0 win against Western Connecticut, Engineers’ record rises to 3-0 for the season

Rensselaer places strongly at Vassar Farm
Men place second, women place third, team overall advances at largest invitional of season

THE MEN’S AND WOMEN’S TEAMS CONTINUE to place well at meets, carrying on last season’s success.
Courtesy of Peter Duncan (fi le photo)
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Michael Baird
Senior Reporter

THE FIRST HALF OF RENSSELAER’S FIRST 
home game of the season found 
the Engineers 27 points in the 
hole without as much as a field 
goal on the board. Though they 
retaliated fiercely in the third 
quarter to recover from their 
overwhelming deficit, gaining 
17 points, they ultimately lost 
17–33 against Alfred University 
this past Saturday. 
 A field goal from Alfred’s 
Trevor Monk at 9:31 of play 
kicked off scoring for the after-
noon. Then, with 3:38 remaining 
in the first quarter, the Saxons 
scored again, this time with a 
touchdown from Maleke Fuentes 
off of an RPI fumble at the Alfred 
40 yard line. The score was 10–0.
 The second half wasn’t any 
better for the Engineers, who fell 
17 points deeper in the hole after 
Tyler Johnson scored 14 points 
with two back-to-back touch-
downs and Monk sent the football 
flying through the goalpost again. 
 Early in the second half, RPI’s 
comeback took form as sophomore 
quarterback Eddie Trimpert found 
junior running back Johnny Rams-
dell beside the end zone, throwing 
to him to score the Engineers’ first 
touchdown of the day. Trimpert 
threw to Ramsdell on the 11th play 
of the 68-yard drive. A field goal 
from junior kicker Christian Kapp 
brought RPI within ten points of 
catching up to Alfred, but their 

offense would not last.
 One field goal from Alfred 
near the end of the third and one 
at 4:12 remaining of play secured 

the Saxons’ victory. Monk was 
responsible for both goals.
 This Saturday will feature an 
away game against Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology at noon. 
The game can be viewed live on-
line at https://poly.rpi.edu/s/1v4tl. 
The Engineers will return to East 

Campus Stadium on Saturday, 
September 24 to face St. Law-
rence University at 1 pm. 

WOMEN’S TENNIS

Matthew Wu
Staff Reporter

THE RENSSELAER WOMEN’S TENNIS TEAM HAD FIVE SINGLES PLAYERS AND TWO DOUBLES TEAMS 
compete in the semifinals at the Mary Hosking Invitational on Saturday. 
 On the first day of the tournament hosted by William Smith College, RPI athletes 
began the 2016–2017 season with a 13–5 record in singles and 6–4 record in doubles. 
Freshman Allie Kallish advanced to the A flight semifinals by defeating both Anika 
Pornpitaksuk of the State University of New York at Geneseo with a score of 8–2 and 
Hannah More of William Smith College with a score of 8–6. 
 In the B Flight, sophomore Erica Frommer won her matches 8–3 and 8–5 to ad-
vance to the semifinals, while junior Melanie Frank swept her first two sets 8–0. 
Senior Pooja Ganesh advanced in the C flight with scores of 8–5 and 8–6. In the D 
flight, sophomore Makenzi Herbst won both her sets with scores of 8–2 and 8–3. 
Freshman Jenny Lee won her first set 9–7 after an incredible catch-up from a score 
of 1–5, yet she lost in the quarterfinals 8–1. 
 In doubles, the team of Kallish and Frank advanced to the A flight semifinals with 
scores of 8–6 and 8–4. The team of senior Angelika Rothberg and Jenny Lee advanced 
in the B flight with scores of 8–4 and 8–3.
 On Sunday, the RPI women’s team saw one singles player and a doubles team advance 
to the finals. However, both were defeated in the closing round of the tournament.
 In the C Flight Singles Semifinals, Pooja Ganesh claimed victory over Katherine 
Apt of Saint Laurence in a tough match resulting in a 9–8 score. She then lost in 
the finals to Rachel Ollis of SUNY Geneseo with a score of 8–6. Allie Kallish lost 
in the A Flight Semi-finals 8–5 while Melanie Frank and Erica Frommer lost 8–3 
and 9–7, respectively, in the B semifinals.
 The doubles team of Kallish and Frank claimed victory in the semifinals over a 
doubles team from Ithaca College 9–7. They were then defeated 9–7 in the finals 
by the doubles team of Michaelann Denton and Hannah More of William Smith 
College. Lee and Rothberg were defeated 7–1 in the B flight semifinals. Herbst was 
defeated in the D semifinals with a score of 8–6.
 Head Coach Caitlin Crowley expressed her optimism about the team following 
the matches. “We had some very promising results as a team. With players in seven 
of 12 semifinal matches this weekend, we were one of the toughest teams in the 
tournament. I think our depth will be a strength after seeing our results. Overall a 
very solid start to a competitive season.”
 The RPI women’s tennis team will have their first home tennis match of the season this 
Saturday at 1 pm on Sharp Courts against the State University of New York at New Paltz.

F OOTBALL

Solid second half not enough for Engineers
Rensselaer loses 33-17 against Alfred University at the first home game of the season

THE ENGINEERS FOUGHT back from a first half where they trailed by 27 points; unfortunately it was not enough to beat Alfred University.
Jack Wellhofer/The Polytechnic 

Tennis works as team
With players in seven of 12 semifi nal matches, 
Engineers were one of toughest teams to beat

Friday, September 9
Men’s Soccer vs. Manhattanville College

Saturday, September 10
Women’s Lacrosse  at Ron Stonitsch 
Invitational

Men’s Lacrosse at Ron Stonitsch Invitational

Football vs. Alfred University

Women’s Field Hockey vs. Kean University

Men’s Soccer vs. Dickinson College

Women’s Soccer vs. Wilkes University

L 0-1

3rd of 15

2nd of 14

L 17-33

L 0-1

W 2-1

W 1-0

Sunday, September 11
Golf at Lake Placid Club Invitational 3rd of 6

Scores from the Week

The Polytechnic will be 
holding special elections 
on Sunday, September 18 

in the Poly offi  ce.
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