
Jack Wellhofer
Senior Reporter

THE CLASS OF 2020 MADE ITS WAY 
TO the East Campus Athletic Village 
Gymnasium for Convocation on 
Sunday, August 29.
 As is tradition, bagpipes preceded 
the entrance of the national flags of the 
countries represented in the Class of 
2020. Some 200 incoming freshmen 
from 19 countries call a nation other 
than the United States home.
 After introducing the vice presi-
dents and deans that joined her on 
stage, President Shirley Ann Jackson 
began with a presentation of this 
year’s theme: unity from diversity.
 In her May 2015 Colloquy speech, 
Jackson announced an initiative 
to “select a theme for the entire 
Rensselaer community to consider 
together” each year, beginning with 
the 2015-2016 academic year.
 Unity from diversity stems from 
themes discussed by the 2016 
Commencement speakers during the 
Class of 2016 graduation ceremony. 
Despite the difference in their work, 
Jackson said in her Colloquy that they 
have each worked on “empowering 
humanity by increasing our under-
standing of the universe, of our roots 
and commonality, and by increasing 
our compassion.”
 Jackson encouraged the freshman 
class to “develop empathy for people 
you live and work with, and those on 
a global scale who may be affected by 
your work.”

 The President spoke about the op-
portunities created through Summer 
Arch, which will be in an optional 
pilot available for students in each 
of Rensselaer’s schools for the Class 
of 2020. She stressed that Summer 
Arch would be a time for students to 
explore and to take hold of opportuni-

ties outside the classroom. Research, 
co-ops, inventing, service, travel, and 
launching a business were all sugges-
tions in her speech.
 Her final remark was open in-
vitation to the freshman, saying 
“don’t be afraid to call me—I will 
try to meet with you.”

 Associate Professor Eric. H. Ledet 
was the guest speaker for the evening. 
His speech was both humorous and 
helpful for the Class of 2020 in their 
first few weeks. One such piece of 
advice he offered was how to spell 
Rensselaer. “It’s easy to remember if 
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Vo appointed Secretary
STUDENT SENATE

Jack Wellhofer
Senior Reporter

GRAND MARSHAL PAUL ILORI ’17 
welcomed the Student Senate back 
from summer and immediately 
jumped into business with com-
mittee reports. While committees 
have not yet met, the chairmen 
of each committee outlined their 
plans for the year.
 The first item of business was ap-
pointing a secretary. Ilori nominat-
ed Sylvia Vo ’17 for the position, 
but Vo was on co-op last semester 
and was not able to make any 
Senate meetings to be appointed. 
Vo is a member of the Society of 
Asian Scientists and Engineers and 
has been a secretary for them in 
the past. The Senate approved the 
GM’s appointment 17-0-0.
 During GM Week last spring, 
the Facul ty  Senate  meant  to 
have the student body vote on 
a faculty member to appoint 
to the Faculty Progression and 
Tenure Committee. Instead, the 

Senate took on the responsi-
bility, nominating Professor 
Langdon Winner. 
 Winner is the Thomas Phelan 
Chair of Humanities and Social 
Sciences and a political theo-
rist  for the Department of 
Science and Technological 
Studies. His appointment was 
approved 17-0-0.
 The biggest  i tem on the 
Sena te ’s  agenda  was  ap -
proving the Class of 2020 
Freshman Elections Handbook. 
The  Handbook  r esembles 
last year’s iteration of the 
Freshman Elections Handbook, 
“but better, and we made it for 
the class of 2020,” said Hannah 
Rabinowitz ’18. 
 The Handbook is available at 
https://poly.rpi.edu/s/fft69. 
 Justin Etzine ’18 motioned to 
remove section six, item eight 
from the handbook, which states: 
“No posters are allowed in the 

Elections Handbook also approved

See SENATE, Page 2
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Freshmen get a glimpse 
into Troy’s illustrious past
Jacob Kaplan
Staff Reporter

IN THE BASEMENT OF DAVISON HALL SITS AN EXPANSIVE RECONSTRUCTION

of Troy and its neighboring towns. Portraying Troy at its industrial 
height in the 1950s, this facsimile focuses around the Capital Region’s 
then-vital railroad system. However, the model also gives a detailed 
representation of life in old Troy, complete with houses, stores, fake 
trees, and miniature people. 
 “Troy is really where the iron and steel industry started in 
America,” says a volunteer model railroad curator to a group 
of incoming freshmen. The freshmen are part of the RPI Tradi-
tions tour group, a Navigating Rensselaer & Beyond event that 
exposes the students to RPI and Troy’s rich history. “For years, 
Troy was the fourth richest city in New York and the 16th rich-
est in the country,” the volunteer continues. When asked what 
his favorite part of the model is Bud replied that he has no one 
favorite part, but rather enjoys how much it reminds him of his 
days at RPI back in the early 1960s.
 The history of the model is almost as interesting as the history 
it represents. Construction of the railroad began in 1972 and has 
continued for more than 40 years. The model railroad began with 
a reconstruction of old Troy, but over the years it grew to include 
Saratoga, Bennington, Lake George, Green Island, and even ex-
pands as far north as Port Henry. Although the railroad now fills 

See TRADITIONS, Page 2
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footbridge sign holders. Posters 
may be attached to the footbridge 
fencing.” His reasoning was 
that removing the item would 
reduce confusion in the com-
plicated postering rules.
 Ilori stated that if the rule 
changes, it should only change 
for freshman elections. He wor-
ried about the overabundance 
of postering during GM Week 
elections.
 CJ Markum ’17 argued for 
keeping the sign holders free of 
election posters and available 
to clubs. He wanted to ensure a 
space where clubs could adver-
tise events and a location where 
students could find such events 
without the clutter of campaign 
posters.

 When the motion to change the 
rule went to vote, it failed 4-9-4.
 Thomas Alappat ’17 asked 
about section five, item two, 
which stated, “Only passive cam-
paigning is permitted in dining 
halls and lecture halls/classrooms 
during class hours.” Alappat felt 
this rule was ambiguous, won-
dering if active campaigning was 
allowed in the dining halls after 
class hours.
 Rabinowitz said that this was 
not the intention of the rule, but 
that it could be misinterpreted. 
 Alappat motioned to change 
the wording to say, “Only pas-
sive campaigning is permitted 
in dining halls during dining 
hours and in classrooms during 
class hours.”

 After some discussion, the 
Senate determined that the rule 
should be split into two portions, 
with part A stating, “only passive 
campaigning is permitted in din-
ing halls during dining hours,” 
and part B stating, “only passive 
campaigning is permitted in 
classrooms during class hours.”
 The motion to split the rule was 
approved 16–0–0 and the motions 
to approve the individual parts 
were both approved 16–0–0 . No 
more changes were motioned, so 
the Handbook went to vote and 
was unanimously approved.
 With nothing left to discuss for 
the first meeting of the semester, the 
Senate concluded its meeting.

Convocation: Ilori, 
Kirchner present Class 
of 2020 banner
From Page 1

From Page 1

Senate: Postering rules discussed

you spell it this way: R… PI,” he said.
 He then encouraged students to 
show up to class even if it’s in pa-
jamas with a cup of coffee. He also 
emboldened them to experience the 
non-classroom side of Rensselaer. 
“And finding all the Pokémon 
doesn’t count.”
 RPI has opportunities for all in-
terests—from service and outreach, 
to travel, to the Rensselaer Union’s 
many clubs. Ledet closed with a 
statement that resonated with many 
in the room: “There is a lot to learn 
and a lot you can do. Four years 
might seem very quick.”
 Grand Marshal Paul Ilori ’17 
and President of the Union Chip 
Kirchner ’17 presented the Class of 

2020 banner. In his comments to the 
freshmen, Ilori gave advice from his 
own personal experience as a fresh-
man. To the nervous and intimidated 
he said, “you belong here as much as 
anyone else has since 1825,” and that 
Rensselaer would become another 
home to them.
 A video compilation of events 
that occurred during Navigating 
Rensselaer & Beyond was shown 
at the front of the room, after which 
Rensselaer’s a cappella group, The 
Rusty Pipes, sang RPI’s alma mater.
 To conclude the ceremony, the 
Reverend Edward S. Kacerguis of 
the Chapel and Cultural Center read 
the benediction, officially welcom-
ing the Class of 2020.

Traditions: Participants 
learn history of railroad
From Page 1
the entirety of the basement, work on it is constant as parts get 
worn out and historical inaccuracies are corrected.
 “RPI students are always welcome to help build and maintain the 
railroad,” says William Gill, a curator of the railroad. “It attracts all kinds 
of students. Some who like to build. Some who like to help the train 
run. We even had one student who just liked to clean,” he continues. 
Gill himself worked on the railroad back in the late 1990s when it was 
already 20 years underway and came back after being employed by RPI.
 Although Troy declined after the steel and textile industries left, the 
model railroad remains as a testament to its former greatness. RPI students, 
now and for generations to come, will be able to look at this lively and 
comprehensive reconstruction and connect to not only their school’s 
fascinating history, but also Troy’s.

Jonathan Caicedo/The Polytechnic

THE 47TH STUDENT SENATE MEETS for the first time this semester to discuss Freshman Elections.
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Labor Day; No Classes

MONDAY
September 5

SATURDAY
September 3

In Bruges
DCC 308; 7, 9:30 pm, and midnight

Guilt-stricken after a job gone wrong, 
hitman Ray and his partner await orders 
from their ruthless boss in Bruges, Belgium, 
the last place in the world Ray wants to be. 
The cost of attendance is $2.50. 

TUESDAY
September 6

Free Drop-In Meditation
Mueller Center; 6–7 pm

Michael Fuselli, with over 30 years experience 
practicing and teaching meditation, will 
show how to reduce your stress levels, get 
recharged, and experience improved overall 
physical health, all while sitting comfortably 
in a chair. No experience necessary.

Chemical and Biological Engineering 
Seminar

Ricketts 211; 9:30–10:30 am
The Isermann Department of Chemical 
and Biological Engineering presents Dr. 
Yuri Gorby, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute.

Materials Science & Engineering Fall 
Seminar 

DCC 308; 11 am–noon
Javier Bareño of Argonne National 
Laborator y,  wil l  present “Atomic 
Environments and Energy Density in 
Lithium- and Manganese-Rich Nickel-
Manganese-Cobalt Oxide (LMR-NMC) 
Cathodes for Lithium-Ion Batteries”. There 
will be light refreshments.

WEDNESDAY
September 7

MANE Colloquium
DCC 330; 10:30–11:30 am

Marisol Martin-Gonzalez’s lecture is titled 
“Nano-engineering Thermoelectric and the 
latest developments in Nanoporous Alumina 
Templates: From Swords to Butterflies.”

Red Cross Blood Drive
Mueller Center; 11:30 am–5:30 pm

Requirements are to weigh at least 110 
pounds and have a donor card, driver’s 
license, or two other forms of ID.

WEDNESDAY
August 31

The Poly wishes everyone a 

successful Fall semester!

Sure, you could work for a buzzworthy tech company that has a playground in the 
lunchroom. Or you could come to the CIA – where you’ll embark on a mission to 
keep Americans safe. With your STEM background, critical thinking skills and intellectual 
curiosity, you’ll crack some of the toughest challenges imaginable – from developing the 
world’s most advanced technology to seeing the complex narrative in big data.

This is your opportunity to have a career that’s as meaningful as it is challenging.  
Apply today.

YOU KNOW TO
PROTECT OUR NATION.

OR YOU CAN APPLY 

YOU CAN LAND A GIG IN SILICON VALLEY

THE WORK OF A NATION. 
THE CENTER OF INTELLIGENCE.

cia.gov/careers
Applicants must have US citizenship and the ability to successfully complete 
medical examinations and security procedures, including a polygraph interview. 
An equal opportunity employer and a drug-free workforce.

Rensselaer Union Activities Fair
Armory; 6:30–8:30 pm

Explore some of the 200-plus clubs at RPI.

Patricia L Boyd and Anne Boyer
EMPAC; 7–8 pm

The event is a video work that documents 
Nour Mobarak. The cost of attendance is $6.

THURSDAY 
September 1
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ALL OF MY LIFE, I’VE BEEN TOLD THAT I 
always need a plan B, a backup plan, 
for almost everything I do. 
As I progressed through 
my first year of college, 
what became increasingly 
evident is that most of the 
time, I won’t have my life 
completely together, and I 
won’t have backup plans 
for the important things, 
and that’s okay. 
 In 1519, when Hernán 
Cortés landed on the coast 
of the Yucatán Peninsula 
in modern-day Mexico, 
he had his men scuttle 
and burn his ships.  Imagine how 
baffled his men were at this order. 
Why? Cortés didn’t want to give 
his men the option of running away 
from the difficult challenge ahead 
of them. Cortés’ bold decision 

made his men fight harder than they 
ever had, because they simply had 

no other choice. After 
the battle ended, Cortés 
became the first man to 
conquer the Aztecs. 
    I bring up this story 
because Cortés instruc-
tion to burn the ships 
highlights an important 
lesson, especially in col-
lege: what’s possible 
when there isn’t a plan B.
    Now look, I’m sure 
back (for some of you, 
way back) when you ap-
plied for college, you had 

backup colleges in mind, just in case 
you got that dreadful letter of denial 
from your dream school (or schools), 
and that’s okay! You could have writ-
ten the best essay of your entire life, 
but sometimes things just don’t line up 

in your favor. Having a backup plan 
is the smart thing to do sometimes; 
but other times, it encourages you 
to take a step back, closer to your 
comfort zone, where you’re not 
fully giving it your all.
 It’s a classic battle between 
rationality and motivation. When 
there is only plan A, when all of 
your ships have been burnt, you’re 
forced to give everything you have 
to achieve that particular goal. I 
challenge all of you not to settle 
for what’s second best. I challenge 
you to burn your ships, to get rid of 
self doubt and fear and to eliminate 
the obstacles in your life that may 
be stopping you. I challenge you 
to work past your failures and all 
of those mistakes. Without a plan 
B, you have no other choice but to 
continue fighting and make your 
plan A possible. 

EDITORIAL NOTEBOOKS

IN A PREVIOUS NOTEBOOK, I MENTIONED THAT THE 
2015–2016 community theme, resilience, wasn’t 
so bad. After reading what I wrote, Jack Wellhofer 
’18 told me he’d never heard anyone support it. 
Administration tend to be biased toward it—for 
obvious reasons—and students tend to be biased 
against it. I believe that there’s more to it than a 
paycheck or spite, so here’s my case.
 Before I dive in, let me clarify what resilience 
is. On the Rensselaer webpage, Professor Holly 
Traver defines resilience as “being able 
to deal with whatever life brings our 
way, to overcome crises or obstacles we 
face”; Merriam Webster defines it as “an 
ability to recover from or adjust easily 
to misfortune or change.” Both of these 
definitions suggest something far more 
simple that we all embrace: the ability to 
overcome difficulty, and even turn failure 
into an opportunity. Even if we may not 
like the sound of the word ‘resilience’—it 
sounds tacky and obnoxious to me in a 
non-scientific connotation—there are a 
few sensitivities that can be addressed by it.
 I previously wrote, “Contrary to popular opinion, 
the administration is not here to torture us. In fact, 
the yearly theme of resilience was selected to help 
us in response to the national trend where students 
whine, sit back, and coddle their minds, as seen 
here, and as seen in the situation Hubert J. Lecuyer 
reported about at Yale University.” Allow me to 
elaborate on this issue: Lecuyer was writing about 
a news story at the time, in which Erika Christakis, 
co-master of Yale’s Silliman College, received 
backlash for saying that there is no clear line for 
offensive Halloween costumes; she was met with a 
wave of outrage so strong that she resigned. What’s 
so wrong here is that the Yale community didn’t 
respond to a tangible offense—they were offended 
by the idea of something rather than an actual threat. 
In fact, the bulk of Christakis’ email speaks to several 
issues implied by Halloween costumes—the capacity 
to address issues rather than hide from them; to 
both mature and regress a little bit in college; and 
to facilitate self-censure, free speech, and an open 
society. All of this illustrates hypersensitivity that 
would be diminished by an increase in ‘resilience’.
 To give a more recent example, there has been 
controversy over the University of Chicago 
mentioning that it won’t support safe spaces and 
trigger warnings; however, that the university 
has to use a negative statement to describe a 
normal state (they won’t support safe spaces and 
trigger warnings) indicates an imbalance in social 
thinking. To put this into more relatable words, a 
school having to state that it won’t support these 
modern mechanisms is as biased as assuming 

that somebody is heteronormative. This speaks, 
once again, to youths’ ability to address issues on 
their own, rather than retreating into safe spaces 
and behind trigger warnings. It’s important to 
remember that this isn’t how issues are resolved—
banning “offensive” material doesn’t make the 
“offensive” people disappear. Instead, if we all 
treated each other, and our opinions, with a little 
more respect, things would be a bit better; this kind 
of tolerance requires resilience to disagreeable 

ideas, people, and content as well.
    I’d also like to mention that RPI wasn’t 
alone in its resilience initiative. Around 
the time that the Yale controversy was 
storming, one of my teachers from high 
school shared an article on Facebook 
regarding the issue of college student 
resilience. At the start of the article, 
the author writes that “Students are 
increasingly seeking help for, and 
apparently having emotional crises 
over, problems of everyday life. Recent 
examples mentioned included a student 

who felt traumatized because her roommate had 
called her a “bitch” and two students who had sought 
counseling because they had seen a mouse in their 
off-campus apartment.” (The full article can be 
found at https://poly.rpi.edu/s/bzlzy/.) He continues, 
detailing how students are afraid of failure, are 
uncomfortable with struggle, and aren’t challenged 
enough. Of course, this article may be completely 
off-kilter, but if the Rensselaer administration read an 
article like this and then implemented the theme of 
resilience, that still speaks volumes—it tells me that 
they’re trying to connect to the greater community 
of higher education and do what’s best for us. Read: 
the administration is not here to bully you.
 To be fair, however, “resilience” became a 
sugarcoated buzzword that was thrown about—not 
to mention that a one-year initiative isn’t long enough 
to conceive real change—and it would be nice to 
see more tangible evidence of ways the theme is 
enforced. To my understanding, the theme for this 
coming academic year is unity from diversity; this 
goes perfectly with resilience, considering that 
resilience includes the ability to accept ideas and 
people that are different and potentially offensive. 
It is rather generic, in my opinion, but it works. And 
if it really is a theme meant to bring the community 
together, I’d truly like to see both the administration 
and the student body improve their two-way flow of 
communication—and attitudes toward each other—
in order to realize this vision, especially after the 
monumental events of the last semester. I implore 
you to do what so many of us cannot: communicate 
and cooperate.

Jonathan
Caicedo

Associate Photo

Editor

Burn your ships to succeed

Moving on with resilience Looking to the 
semester ahead
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IT IS SO GREAT TO SEE OUR CAMPUS 
ALIVE with activity. To all our 
returning Rensselaer students, 
welcome back. And to our new 
students, we give you a special 
welcome as you begin the first 
week of your new academic 
journey. We are glad 
you are here and part of 
the Rensselaer family!
 I was pleased The Poly 
asked me to share some 
updates from Student 
Life as we begin the new 
academic year. Clustered 
Learning, Advocacy, and 
Support for Students is 
the transformative student 
experience at Rensselaer, 
a n d  p r o v i d e s  t h e 
foundation for our work. 
We are enhancing Student 
Life in ways that will strengthen 
the student experience; strengthen 
support for students; strengthen the 
effectiveness of the Student Life 
portfolio, and strengthen capabilities 
for personal and professional 
development of Student Life staff.  
 The Rensselaer Plan 2024, 
the Institute’s comprehensive 
strategic plan, guides our work 
in Student Life, and emphasizes 
advancing diversity and inclusion 
as “essential elements of CLASS.”  

This commitment is very important 
and is underscored by our work in 
Student Life in the year ahead.
 Unity Underlying Diversity: 
Inspired by the 2016 President’s 
Commencement Colloquy, the 
Institute has adopted a theme 

of “Unity Underlying 
Diversity” as the focus 
for  a  campus-wide 
conversation this year. 
In classrooms, in the 
residence halls, and 
through programming 
on campus, students will 
be exploring this timely 
topic that will stimulate 
discussion in all areas of 
the university. 
    Brave Space: Violence, 
injustices and tragedy 
cont inue to  impact 

marginalized and oppressed groups 
across America and abroad. The 
Rensselaer Union is creating an 
opportunity for all students and 
staff who are affected by events 
in today’s world to come together 
in a “brave space” for support, 
processing, and healing. Meetings 
will begin Friday, September 16 
at noon, and continue biweekly 
throughout the semester in room 
3510/3511 of the Union.

Dr. Frank E. 
Ross III

Vice President for 

Student Life

See ROSS, Page 5

Rex Hu
Contributing Editor

A breakdown of the 2015–2016 community theme
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Chip Kirchner
President of the Union

IN THIS FIRST DERBY OF THE YEAR, I WANT TO 
address our soon-to-be students who are 
likely, at this moment, experiencing the 
old familiar mixture of excitement, ner-
vousness, and maybe even dread. The first 
thing I want to say is this: as tumultuous 
as this upheaval in your life may seem, 
you’re not alone. For nearly 200 years, 
tens of thousands of students have been in 
the exact same spot in which you currently 
stand, with the same hesitations. I want to 
take this opportunity to dispel a few rumors, 

and provide you with some reassurance and 
advice, for what it’s worth.
 While you’re talking to your roommates, 
browsing various social media channels, or 
trying to get the “inside scoop” from upper-
classmen, you will definitely encounter a large 
amount of cynicism. Although I wish this wasn’t 
the case, I’m sure cynicism is not unique to 
Rensselaer. As a counter to this sentiment, I want 
to remind you that cynics are often the loudest 
voices. Additionally, there’s a simple cure for 
this sort of attitude. At the risk of sounding cli-
ché, the cure is to get involved. We are blessed at 
this school with nearly 200 clubs and organiza-
tions covering virtually every interest, hobby, 

culture, religion, and area of study. In these 
clubs, you’ll find incredible, creative, interesting 
groups of people who share your passions, and 
want to express themselves outside of everyday 
school. I encourage you to seek these people out, 
as they’re the ones who will make your time here 
enjoyable and rewarding.
 I also want to speak to a feeling that may 
likely creep into the minds of many of you as 
classes begin: the feeling that you’re not good 
enough for this place, not smart enough, not 
social enough, not hardworking enough. There 
are infinite variations of what is essentially the 
same idea. I can guarantee you that there is 
not a single person here who has not had that 

thought at some point during their time here. 
RPI asks a lot of its students, and in many cases, 
it asks much more of them than they are used 
to giving. This transition is going to require 
you to change the way you attain success, and 
re-evaluate the way you handle failure. These 
changes are hard to make, but they aren’t im-
possible, and there are plenty of mechanisms 
in place to make this transition as smooth as 
possible. Once again, it’s up to you to utilize 
them.
 If I or anyone in the Union can be of any 
assistance, do not hesitate to reach out to me 
or any of the staff and students that make up 
the Rensselaer Union.

Paul Ilori
Grand Marshal

I’LL BEGIN WITH THE SAME 
phrase you’ll probably hear 
200 times over the next few 
weeks: welcome to Rensselaer! 
I am Paul Ilori ’17, the 151st 
Grand Marshal and wearer 
of headwear that was more 
fashionable when the Class of 
1917 were seniors. The position 
was created in 1866 to honor 
Albert Harper, a student from 
Pittsburgh, PA who returned 
to graduate after fighting in the 
Civil War. Over the past century 
and a half, the role has trans-
formed and has undertaken 
different roles and symbols. 
Currently, as GM, I serve as 
the presiding officer of the 
Student Senate and an officer 
of the Rensselaer Union, one 
of few truly student-run student 
unions in the United States. Our 
Union gives us the opportunity 

to explore ourselves outside the 
classroom and allows students to 
explore a wide range of interests, 
along with providing us with a 
direct voice in decisions made at 
RPI as a whole. Our school holds 
a unique place in history as the 
oldest technical university in the 
English-speaking world. But with 
all the information you’re having 
thrown at you right now, that’s 
enough history.
 You can stop reading here if 
you promise to keep an open mind 
and stay true to yourself. You’re 
already being given a lot of infor-
mation, some of it useful and some 
not so much. While your first prior-
ity should always be keeping on 
top of your classes, I’d advise you 
to check out different things and 
see what you like and don’t like 
for yourself. Meet the Greeks, the 
Activities Fair, hockey games, and 
other events throughout the year 
will allow you not only to get to 
know your new classmates better, 

but also give you an opportunity 
to explore yourself. Some of my 
favorite memories on campus have 
come from my deciding to check 
out something I thought sounded 
kind of interesting, or a text from 
some of my friends asking if I was 
free to go check out some event.
 Clearly, every club, elective 
class, or opportunity won’t be for 
everyone, but you’ll never know 
if you don’t at least go check it 
out. So grab a few friends and go! 
Sign up for that email list for a 
club you’re kind of interested in 
(yes, you actually can unsubscribe 
from all of them), check out BBQ/
steak/insert random food rush 
event here, and stick with what you 
like. You never really know where 
you might find a passion that you 
stick with for the rest of your life. 
Feel free to say hi to me if you see 
me around campus, or contact me 
at gm@rpi.edu if there’s anything 
you think I can help you with.

From Page  4

Calming your nerves; support within the Union is the perfect solution for all
DERBY

Many opportunities upcoming
TOP HAT

  As a residentially based university, 
where our students live on or in 
proximity to the campus, our living and 
learning environments are foundational 
to CLASS. There are a number of 
developments in this area that will 
enhance the student experience.
 Ci ty  S ta t ion  Wes t :  We have 
added City Station West, part of 
College Suites on 6th Avenue, as an 
addition to the Residential Commons 
this fall. Upperclass students and 
graduate students occupy this student 
residential community.
 E-Complex and North Hall: We have 
renovated and opened these buildings 
in time for the fall semester, and they 
provide additional housing opportunities 
for our students. Currently, the buildings 
are occupied by first-year students and 
these residences provide a great addition 
to the Residential Commons.
 Off Campus Commons: We are 
currently developing a physical space 
for the Off Campus Commons, which 
will serve as a centralized location and 
“home away from home” for education 
and community building opportunities 

for Rensselaer students who live off-
campus. The Off Campus Commons is 
expected to open during the fall semester, 
and more details are forthcoming. 
 We know that holistic student wellness 
is critical to student success. As such, we 
are making a number of enhancements 
in our Student Health Center to support 
Rensselaer students through CLASS.
 Health promotion and outreach: We are 
expanding and refining health education 
programs on a variety of important topics 
for students to support the wellbeing of 
the Rensselaer community. 
 Additional staff: Student Life is adding 
two additional staff, one in counseling 
and one in health care, that will increase 
access to services for students through 
the Student Health Center.
 These are a few of the developments 
occurring in Student Life—I look forward 
to sharing more updates with students 
through The Poly and in other venues in 
the year ahead, as Student Life staff work 
to engage, guide, challenge, support, and 
broaden our students through CLASS. 
 Best wishes to all our students for a 
successful fall semester! 

Ross: Campus alterations

STAFF EDITORIAL

Freshmen get taste of 
RPI extracurriculars
NOTE FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD: STAFF 
Editorials are the weekly opinion of the 
editorial staff. For this Poly Press Pass 
issue, we decided to let the Press Pass 
members put their thoughts together into 
a special piece on Student Orientation and 
Navigating Rensselaer & Beyond.
 Every person who has been a college 
freshman in their life knows the feeling—
quiet anticipation, nervously waiting to 
meet your future classmates, wondering 
who you’ll end up being friends with. 
Upon arrival to the RPI campus, students 
were greeted by upperclassmen, including 
fraternity and sorority members, sum-
mer staff, and their soon-to-be-beloved 
Residence Assistants and Learning 
Assistants, helping them with unpacking, 
getting situated, and feeling welcome. The 
residence halls were busy and friendly, 
the bustling students taking the time to 
wander from room to room to greet their 
floormates. Our first few days here were a 
string of awkward ice breakers, waiting in 
line at Commons Dining Hall, and being 
shepherded from activity to activity.
 Navigating Rensselaer & Beyond was 
slightly less conventional than we an-
ticipated. Although there was still the same 
amount of forced interaction as our Student 
Orientation sessions, we also had the oppor-

tunity to explore organizations and clubs on 
campus while meeting new people. Without 
NRB, we all likely would have spent the six 
days before classes holed up in our rooms 
watching Netflix. Instead, we were strongly 
encouraged to communicate with a wider 
scope of people than just our residence halls. 
It is definitely worthwhile to participate in as 
many events on campus as possible to make 
the best of your time here. NRB activities 
gave us the opportunity to learn more about 
the Rensselaer Union and other features of 
student life that we otherwise would have 
had to figure out by ourselves along the way.
 There were, however, some improvements 
that could have been made. Confusion 
stemmed from inconsistent timing, sched-
ules, and instructions from our NRB 
advisors. As Poly Press Pass members, 
we had difficulty locating NRB events at 
their designated locations. The long lines 
at Commons and the packed Union during 
the hypnotist show were testaments to the 
unusually large class size this year.
 NRB is just the beginning of a long jour-
ney for the RPI Class of 2020 and was quite 
an experience for the incoming freshman 
this year. Overall, we found the experience 
to be enjoyable, informative, and, in the case 
of Union After Dark, hilarious and fun.

While you’re enjoying the last few weeks of warm weather, consider 
joining The Poly. Special Elections are Sunday, September 18.
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Hybrid vehicle segments assembled
Max Gillespie
Brookelyn Parslow
Adam Rabinowitz
Staff Reviewers

DURING THEIR NAVIGATING RENSSELAER 
& Beyond event, the Rensselaer Formula 
Hybrid gave freshmen a taste of what it 
does year-round deep in the labs of the 
Ricketts Building. Two groups of incoming 
freshmen were set on the daunting tasks 
of building a car frame and battery case. 
They were given no instructions, just the 
necessary parts and tools to build the car. 
As a result, the assembly process was a 
constant flow of questions and answers. 
Their questions touched on a range of 
information, from the proper placement of 
a switch to the complexities of electricity. 
The event allowed students to leave with 
not only a finished product, but a better 
understanding of the engineering and 
thought behind a Formula Hybrid vehicle.

 “The extent of my knowledge is that 
I remember some electrical stuff from 
physics in high school,” said Karan 
Sarkar ’20, who, like most of the others, 
was fascinated by the idea of creating a 
go-kart from scratch. While students had 
varying levels of experience, enthusiasm 
more than compensated for any lack of 
expertise. Evan Engisch ’17, president 
of Rensselaer Formula Hybrid, noted 
that this group worked quickly and that 
assembly took roughly seven hours of 
work time. The go-kart was tested on a 
makeshift autocross course near Anderson 
Field. “In just over a day, they went from 
staring at a table of mismatched parts to 
racing and drifting around the parking 
lot course on something they had built,” 
said Engisch. The results were riveting, 
even for senior team members who were 
surprised by the kart’s speed. 
 This year the team added a second 
battery module, which doubled the power 

output available to the kart. The 40-volt 
battery in the past allowed the motor to 
attain 30 percent efficiency. The new 80-
volt battery paired with a recent, specially 
designed motor greatly increased the 
efficiency, speed, and excitement for the 
NRB group. For their karts, the team uses 
both a gas engine and an electric motor to 
power the two rear wheels. The electric 
engine has all of its torque available as 
soon as the pedal is pressed, giving it 
an advantage over gas engines off the 
starting line. Once the car is moving, the 
team can switch to using the gas engine, 
which has an easier and more reliable 
power source. By combining the two 
engine types, the team is able to cover 
the weaknesses of the other engine.
 For those interested in designing, 
bu i ld ing ,  and  compe t ing  wi th 
Rensselaer Formula Hybrid, their 
meetings are held in Ricketts 211 on 
Mondays from 8–9 pm.

Serge Piskun
Priyanka Vijay
Staff Reviewers

NAVIGATING RENSSELAER & BEYOND WEEK SHOWCASES 
many of the clubs and traditions of RPI, including 
the highly celebrated activity a cappella. Incoming 
freshmen were able to meet other students with a shared 
interest in singing. No prior experience was required for 
the event, making it the optimal time for new students 
to learn more about the singing style. The oldest coed 
RPI a cappella group, Rensselyrics, served as mentors 
to students, teaching them the art of a cappella.
 The NRB event took place in West Hall Auditorium, 
where students were broken up into four separate groups 
based on vocal range. One group of singers was hosted 
on the main stage, while the rest were scattered around 
the various staircases of the building. They practiced 
within their individual “pitch groups” for some time, and 
then came together to perform as a full group. Freshmen 
stood in a circle on stage, with NRB leaders in the center 
facing the new students. This was the first time the group 
sang together in harmony. To begin, the group chose 
“I Want You Back” by The Jackson 5, which included 
both sung lyrics and harmonized tenor, alto, soprano, 
and bass voices. A small group of students participated 
in beatboxing, which added a percussion element to the 
performance. While the song was going on, students 
stomped their feet and swung from side to side as NRB 
leaders used hand motions to help students keep in beat. 
 Sapna Raghavan ’20 from Connecticut chose this NRB 
event because “[she] sang a lot in high school and knew 
this would be a safe place to be.” Sapna hopes to make 
new friends from the experience and audition for the group 
in the future. Eric Franco ’20 told The Poly that he chose 
to do the a cappella activity because “[he] did a lot of 
performing in high school, and wanted to follow through 
on that at RPI.” A continuation of past hobbies was also 
the motivation of Amanda McPartland ’20, who “[has] 
been in chorus since second grade, and started doing a 
cappella last year.” While the group had varying levels of 
experience, everyone ended up having a good time, and 
bonded over their shared interest in singing.

Rensselyrics 
host a cappella 
enrichment

NRB EVENT

Broadcasting school at W2SZ
Jay Franklin
Xander Pacheco
Staff Reviewers

AFTER A GRUELLING HIKE UP TO THE FAR 
reaches of campus, we arrived at a rather 
unassuming shack. Positioned in the 
hills on the edge of campus so as to get 
the greatest reception, the tiny building 
seemed distant and isolated. For all its 
isolation and lack of external decoration, 
the activity and equipment within were 
nothing short of amazing. 
 Here, the W2SZ team showed the 
fascinated freshmen the basics of ama-
teur radio. Using an oscilloscope—a 
machine used to measure the signals 
carried by a wire—one instructor 
demonstrated how radio waves bridged 
the gap between two unconnected 

wires, so that the signal in one wire 
was detectable on another.  Another 
enthusiastic club member wove a tale 
of radios in espionage, describing how 
spies transmitted brief tunes to one an-
other to identify each other and make 
contact. Meanwhile, more freshmen 
learned about the concept of reflecting 
radio waves off of the moon to achieve 
a greater range. 
 The real task of the event, however, 
was the “foxhunt”—a search for hid-
den transmitters concealed across the 
RPI campus. Freshmen used PVC 
pipes and measuring tapes to construct 
an antenna that allowed them to hunt 
for and zero in on these hidden objects. 
The roving band was visible through-
out the campus on Wednesday, search-
ing for the elusive devices.

NRB EVENT

NRB EVENT

Sidney Kochman/The Polytechnic

A FORMULA HYBRID MEMBER ASSISTS the first-year students in the construction of a battery case in their workshop.

NRB participants/The Polytechnic

NRB ATTENDEES INVESTIGATE the varied components of the W2SZ broadcast station.

Please join us at the Activities Fair
in the Armory on Thursday,

September 1 from 6:30–8:30 pm!
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 Volunteer EMT and graduate student John Jacangelo 
stressed that the services they provide are entirely free of 
charge, stating a desire for students to be more proactive 
in recognizing possible personal complications. Most 
places on campus can be reached by their ambulance 
within five minutes, though RPI Ambulance’s “Fly Car” 
can be sent ahead for even quicker response.
 “If it’s a cardiac issue, we can drive ‘lights and sirens,” 
Jacangelo said, explaining that some emergencies are 
responded to more quickly than others, taking advantage of 
the emergency vehicle’s special traffic-bypassing privileges.
 After being picked up, some patients are taken to 
Samaritan Hospital, though those whose injuries are 
more severe are taken to the Albany Medical Center. 

Some reports come directly, but the EMTs can also be 
contacted by the local 911 dispatch, Rensselaer County 
Emergency Communications, through both radio and text.
 At least one person is on duty at all times from the 
hours of 6 am to 6 pm. A typical crew consists of four 
people: one driver to commandeer the ambulance, 
one EMT to treat the patient, and a couple attendants 
or observers to offer additional help. RPI ambulance 
staffs numerous RPI events, including athletic events, 
the Rensselaer Union Activities Fair, all NRB events, 
move-in day, the 5K Fun Run, and Commencement. 
Student-led clubs can also contact the EMTs in order 
to schedule their presence at special events.
 For those interested in becoming an EMT, no experience 
is needed. The only requirements are a “can-do attitude” 
and “[willingness] to learn new things” according to 

Jacangelo, though not being squeamish is also a rather 
necessary trait. The process includes a couple of courses, 
which include CPR for everyone, and emergency vehicle 
training for those who will drive the ambulance.
 According to NRB participant Amy Bordogna ’20, 
A Day in the Life of an EMT was a very rewarding 
experience. Her favorite part was the “tour of the 
ambulance,” especially when they “took out the stretcher, 
which costs $12,000.”
 Another NRB participant, Charles Chapski ’20, commented, 
“They’ve been fun and educational”—perfect statement to 
describe the EMTs of RPI ambulance, who have fun hosting 
events like the upcoming Movies on the Lawn event at their 
office but, more importantly, do their best to serve and educate 
the Rensselaer student body.

From Page 8

NRB EVENT

Self-defense: Practice and 
focus sharpen discipline

Ambulance: Educates participating freshmen 
NRB EVENT

NRB EVENT

Adam Sequera
Andrew Son
Staff Reviewer

THE ARMORY WAS HOT ON THE AUGUST DAY THAT 
various activities were taking place around 
campus. Inside, the culture was completely 
changed, as the bamboo shinai flashed and 
the feet of students hit paddles instructors 
held high. The scene was mesmerizing, 
and watching the activities instilled a sense 
of curiosity. The Navigating Rensselaer 
& Beyond event exploring the martial 
arts consisted of three different forms: 
taekwondo, kendo, and kung fu, all great 
sources of exercise here on campus.
 Taekwondo is a Korean martial art form 
focusing on high kicks, spinning kicks, 
and combining kicks. Several instructors 
oversaw the class, all students from RPI’s 
Taekwondo Club. The coach of the club 
had recently left, prompting many students 
to attempt to fill the role; one was Alan 
Meyhew ’17, the vice president of the 
club. He joined the club after his own NRB 
experience in taekwondo as a freshman 
along with fellow instructors Matt Dobbins 
’18 and Joshua Aronis ’19. All three 
started because either they, or a friend, 
did martial arts during NRB, according to 
Aronis. Jacob Fucci ’18 views the club in 
a different manner, saying it has “a strong 
focus on personal improvement,” but that 
it does not stop them from competing in 
tournaments at other schools. He says it is 
a great way to see schools other than RPI. 
 Kendo is a form of “Japanese fencing,” 

according to Songhan Zhang ’17. He 
wore protective gear, a mask, padding, 
and a traditional robe-like garb. Zhang 
said the armor used for kendo is unique 
to it .  The kendo stick at his side, 
reminiscent of a sword, is called a 
shinai. In one exercise, the students held 
out their shinai as one of the instructors 
ran down the line, hitting each shinai and 
screaming as they did so. The screams 
were piercing, turning heads from the 
other groups as well as the spectators. 
 Zhang enjoys the kendo club because 
of “the classic culture and martial arts” 
as well as the education of Japanese 
culture; hitting is just a bonus. The club 
is associated with the United Kendo 
Federation and participates in tournaments 
in Boston and New York City.
 Kung fu is a style of martial arts 
originating in China and includes many 
different styles of fighting. It provided 
stark contrast to the yelling of kendo, 
as the demonstration is noticeably 
calm. The only sound is the occasional 
clapping of two hands coming together, 
making another pose in the series of 
movements. These movements are very 
structured and disciplined. 
 Al l  three  have  s imi lar i t ies  and 
differences, each choosing to focus 
on different aspects of martial arts. 
Whether you are new or experienced, 
learning a martial art can definitely 
foster individual growth. 

Adam Rabinowitz
Max Gillespie
Staff Reviewers

INCOMING RPI FRESHMEN INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE NUANCES OF RUGBY, ONE OF 
the world’s most preeminent international sports, had the opportunity during Navigating 
Rensselaer & Beyond week to learn more about the sport at Anderson Field early 
Wednesday morning. For those unfamiliar with the sport, players attempt to reach one 
end of a field without losing the ball, which is slightly large, but lighter, than a football. 
A major rule is that players aren’t allowed to pass the ball forward; the only way that 
the ball can be moved forward is by running with it or kicking it up the field. Play 
doesn’t end when the ball hits the ground—when in trouble, players may pass the ball 
backwards on the field to teammates.
 Barnabe Bouchenoir ’19, one of the program’s instructors, said that his goal for the 
NRB activity was for students “to know the basics of the sport.” Through a series of drills, 
instructors taught students how to pass, kick, defend, and play a full game of rugby. The 
day’s activities were all about “going through basic drills and teaching them the skills 
they need,” according to Katy Peoples ’17, the president of RPI’s Rugby Club. Peoples 
added that her goal was to “give [the students] a chance to just play” and she hopes that 
they will come back and join the team. 
 Later in the day, students had the chance to exercise some of their newly acquired 
skills and knowledge; the group was split into six teams of 10. Each group played six 
games in total. Students were prohibited from tackling their opponents to ensure that 
everyone had a good time and that no one got injured. Peoples made it clear that the 
goal was to “[teach] them the fundamentals and [keep] contact out.”
According to Mateusz Sluszkiewicz ’20, a first-time rugby player, the event was “a good 
eye opener” and a good introduction to the sport. 
 For those interested in joining the team, practices are held at Anderson Field Monday 
from 8–10 pm, Tuesday 6–8 pm, and Thursday 8–10 pm.

NRB students ruck into 
action on Anderson field

NRB participants/The Polytechnic

NRB RUGBY EVENT PARTICIPANTS ENJOYED first-time college club experiences.

RPI Rugby teaches basic drills and patterns

NRB participants/The Polytechnic

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS PRACTICE actions with fully-equipped Kendo Club members.
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Martial arts clubs introduce styles Exercises help to 
foster improv skills
Xander Pacheco
Andrew Son
Staff Reviewers

AT RENSSELAER’S IMPROV COMEDY GROUP, “SHEER IDIOCY,” THERE IS 
no business but funny business. Freshmen participating in the related 
Navigating Rensselaer & Beyond day trip were given the stage 
for a variety of comical games and skill-building exercises. They 
worked all day in the Darrin Communications Center on Wednesday, 
August 24th building their improv skills, building complexity in their 
performance, and practicing scene-setting. The exercises included 
“Gibberish,” “Party Quirks,” and “One-Word Story.”
 In the game “Gibberish,” the comedians must hold a 
conversation until one participant gives a signal to start speaking 
nonsense, after which the whole conversation must be carried 
out with random mouth-flapping. The tone of the conversation 
switches from serious to ridiculous in an instant. This particular 
act was a hit with the crowd, producing applause and rippling 
laughter throughout the McNeil Room.
 “Party Quirks” is an improv exercise where one participant acts 
as a party host who must guess the quirk of each of their three party 
guests while simultaneously hosting the party. Members of the 
audience assign quirks to the three “party guests” while the fourth 
member of the routine, the host, stood out of earshot of the audience. 
One “guest” has a physical quirk, another has a mental quirk, and 
the last has a reactionary quirk. The party guests and host then 
haphazardly interact for a couple minutes, expressing their assigned 
quirks to a comically excessive degree. The host must maintain 
character while investigating the guests’ odd character traits, then 
guess what those quirks are. This was an especially entertaining bit, 
met with a positive reception.

Freshmen give their fi rst college live performances in NRB
Kirsten Pilla
Molly Wolford
Staff Reviewers

ALONG 15TH STREET SITS THE RPI PLAYHOUSE, WHERE PLAYERS 
perform several productions a year. This year, the Players 
welcomed the new freshmen by allowing them to participate 
in one of three shows: Bad Auditions, SUPERHEROES, and 
Meet the Roomates. Under the guidance of current Players,  
the freshmen had 48 hours to prepare for a live performance 
in front of their peers. Students were evenly split between 
working on the set and acting on stage. Enthusiasm for 
this Navigating Rensselaer & Beyond experience was 
overwhelming. Out of the 50 students who have signed up 
for this event, 47 showed up for the Pancake Breakfast hosted 
at the Playhouse on Wednesday morning. Not all of their day 
was fun and games however, as the group had to work hard. 
 “One of the most difficult parts of putting on a play in two 
days was memorizing the lines before the performance,”said 
Jack Scurrier ’19, who is still involved with the group. But 
that’s not all they had to do before their performance. The 
group produce a show involving every aspect of theater 
performance from lights to lines. During the day, they had to 
prepare the sets and install the lights both over the audience 
and over the stage. 
 Even though it’s hard work, the experiences of the freshmen at 
the playhouse will be very beneficial to the future members of the 
group. “We’re a very friendly and welcoming bunch,” says Talina 
Bastille ’17. “We do theater, and it’s fun.”

NRB EVENT

NRB EVENT

RPIA coaches trauma care skills
Alex Fauver
Hazelle Lerum
Koby Woytowicz
Staff Reviewers

NAVIGATING RENSSELAER & BEYOND 
may seem all fun and games, but A 
Day in the Life of an EMT is deadly 
serious. Hosted by RPI’s own EMT-B 
volunteers, A Day in the Life of an 
EMT is an exhibit showcasing the 
techniques EMTs learn and apply 
to assist those in need.  Student 
ambulance operators teach incoming 
freshmen the vital skills an EMT 
should know, such as how to take 
blood pressure, control bleeding, use 
a stretcher, respond to mock calls, 
perform CPR, and of course, take 
vitals.  Incoming students are taught 
these skills by being tasked with things 
like removing bloodied, or in this case, 
syruped gloves—gloves which were 

covered in maple syrup in order to 
teach the students the proper hygienic 
techniques—and by strapping injured 
patients to a board for transport, which 

is referred to as “backboarding.” No 
wonder Commons Dining Hall ran 
out of syrup at breakfast!

NRB EVENT

NRB EVENT

Adam Sequera/The Polytechnic

STUDENTS EXPERIENCE martial arts with fake swords.

Sidney Kochman/The Polytechnic

PARTICIPANTS PRACTICE removing disposable gloves covered in syrup.

See AMBULANCE, Page  7

NRB participants/The Polytechnic

FRESHMEN DRILL Kendo skills with the equipment.

Culture and spirit imbued via drill and simulated combat

NRB participants/The Polytechnic

FIRST-YEAR STUDENTS PRACTICE comedy techniques.

NRB participants/The Polytechnic

NRB PARTICIPANTS CONTRIBUTED to RPI Players shows by not only performing, but also setting up the stage.
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